
22d Congress, 
1<s/ Session. 

[ Rep. No. 195. ] Ho. op Reps. 

ROBERT KAINE. 

January 17, 1832. 

Mr. Rencher, from the Committee of Claims, made the following 

REPORT: 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Robert 
Kaine, report'. 

That the petitioner claims compensation for the loss of a saddle and 
bridle, sword, holsters and pistols, lost during the war, at the battle ef the 
Beaver Dams, where he was taken prisoner by the enemy; and, also, for 
services rendered as Adjutant in the army of the United States. The first 
part of the claim has been repeatedly before Congress, and as repeatedly 
rejected. The last part is of more recent date, and consists of the following 
items, to wit: 

To his services as Adjutant from the 10th of November, to 
10th of December, 1812, 1 month - $40 00 

To subsistence - - • - - 12 00 
To ditto from the 10th of June, 1813, to 10th March, 

1814, 9 months, at $40 - $360 00 
To forage, 3 months - - - - - 30 00 
To subsistance, 9 months r - - - 108 00 

--—- 498 00 

550 00 
Cr.—By 3 months’ pay and subsistence - - 186 00 

$364 00 

This account is sworn to by the petitioner, who states in his memorial, 
that he entered the service of the United States in November, 1812, as an 
Adjutant in a corps commanded by General Peter B. Porter, and served 
therein for the term of one month: that he was again mustered into said 
corps in June, 1813, then commanded by Lieut. Col. Chapin, in which he 
acted as Adjutant, and served for three months, and was taken prisoner by the 
enemy at the battle of the Beaver Dams: that he was again mustered into the 
said corps in the month of September following, and served as Adjutant for 
three months, and until he was taken prisoner on the 30th of December: 
that he was marched a prisoner of war to Montreal, and exchanged at Old- 
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ham, and reached home in March following: that he has received no pay 
for his services, forage or subsistence, except for the first term of three 
months. Lieutentant Colonel Chapin deposes to the truth of most of these 
averments. 

The Third Auditor, in answer to a letter addressed to him by the com¬ 
mittee, states, that, in none of the various accounts resorted to, could any 
trace be found of the service of 1812: that, as to the service commencing in 
June, 1813, he states that no rolls of pay for militia or volunteers command¬ 
ed by Lieut. Col. Chapin, could be found on the files in his office: but, in 
Niles’ Weekly Register, (vol. 4, pp. 372 and 373,) a narrative may be 
seen, purporting to have been furnished by Major Chapin, who appears to 
have had, under his command, at the battle of the Beaver Dams, 44 mount¬ 
ed riflemen, who were taken prisoners. The force is termed in this narra¬ 
tive, a company, which shows that he could not, on that occasion, have been 
a field officer, nor could the claimant have been an Adjutant. For this 
term of service, Lieut. Col. Chapin states, in his deposition, that the claim¬ 
ant had received pay. 

As to his next term of service, the Third Auditor states that, with the ac¬ 
counts ®f paymaster J. L. Richardson, there is a muster roll of the field and 
stafl of a volunteer corps invited into the service at Fort George, by Major 
Generals Dearborn ai d Wilkinson, from the first day of August, 1813, to the 
31st of November, 1S13. The claimant is entered thereon as Ensign and 
Adjutant. For his pay and forage, during these four months, the claim¬ 
ant received from paymaster Richardson, the sum of $192: and, in 1822, 
he applied for an allowance for his subsistence, and it was paid to himself. 
Nothing more appears to have been claimed by him at that time. 

Upon a reference to the roll of prisoners exchanged at Oldham, in Febru-. 
ary, 1814, is found the name of Robert Cane, and the whole of them ap¬ 
pear to have received pay at Plattsburg, from paymaster Sheldon. The 
committee are, therefore, of opinion, that there is no justice in the claim 
recently preferred for services during the war. The length of time in itself 
would raise a strong presumption against it. The just creditors of the 
Government are not likely to be so indulgent and forbearant; and the pre¬ 
sumption becomes the stronger, when the claimant, like the present one, has 
been from time to time pressing other claims, which, like the one now under 
consideration, have turned out to be groundless, and have at length been 
abandoned even by the claimant himself. 

As to that part of the claim which relates to equipments, &c., the Com¬ 
mittee of Claims have heretofore reported against it, because the records of 
the War Department afforded no evidence that there was a corps either of 
militia or volunteers, under the command of Lieut. Col. Chapin, at the bat¬ 
tle of the Beaver Dams; but the statement, before referred to, in Niles’ 
Weeky Register, removes that difficulty, and, upon examination, it has 
been found that the commissioners, under the law of 1816, have awarded 
compensation to other members of Col. Chapin’s command, for their horses 
and equipments, captured by the enemy at the battle of the Beaver 
Dams. The committee are satisfied of the loss of the equipments, and that 
the claimant is therefore entitled to relief; and, for that purpose, report 
a bill. 
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